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Uncertain future for DOJ
programs?

To assess the completeness of the ARD data that BJS
received, in 2013 BJS undertook a technical review of the
ARD program’s methodology and an assessment of the
program’s coverage of all arrest-related deaths in the United
States. The methodology review examined the variation
in states’ approaches to identifying and confirming arrestrelated deaths. The assessment of coverage focused on 7
determining whether BJS received all arrest-related deaths
Monday, August 14, 17
that occurred or only a portion of them. The primary focus
of the assessment of coverage was on homicides by law
enforcement officers.
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FIGURE 1
Estimated number of law enforcement homicides
and percent not reported, by data source, 2003–2009
and 2011

Many other projects, too
•
Examining NLP tools - language identification
Computational linguistics of African-American English
•
• Language identification - key step in NLP pipelines

Statistics (BJS) began collecting data on deaths that occurred
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process of arrest.
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occurring
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et al. 2015 (BJS/DOJ),the process
of arrest in any state, county, or local law enforcement
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From 2003
through
2009, BJS external)]
obtained
reports on 4,813 such deaths through its Arrest-Related
Deaths (ARD) program. About 3 in 5 of these deaths
(2,931) were classified as homicides by law enforcement
personnel. The remaining 2 in 5 deaths were attributed to
other manners, including suicide (11%), intoxication deaths
(11%), accidental injury (6%), and natural causes (5%).1
In three-quarters (75%) of homicides by law enforcement
personnel, the underlying offense of arrest was a violent
offense. No criminal charges were intended in less than 2%
of these incidents.
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2003–2009 and 2011; and FBI, Supplementary Homicide Reports (SHR),
2003–2009 and 2011.

The analysis showed that the ARD program obtained fewer
law enforcement homicide deaths than expected, based on
the methodology used to estimate the expected number of
1Arrest-Related Deaths, 2003–2009 - Statistical Tables (NCJ

2Arrest-related Deaths Program Assessment: Technical Report (NCJ

web, November 2011).
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law enforcement homicides. It also showed that the data BJS
used for comparison purposes—the FBI’s Supplementary
Homicide Reports (SHR)—also reported fewer justifiable
homicides than expected.2 In total, the BJS ARD program
data and the SHR data each identified about half of the
expected number of homicides by law enforcement officers
during the period from 2003 through 2009 and 2011
(figure 1). The ARD program captured approximately 49%
of these homicides, while the SHR captured 46%. More than
a quarter (28%) of law enforcement homicides in the United
States were not captured by either system. The analysis
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lence estimates.2 However,
there is relatively little understanding16 to what extent the quality of
the document-level model impacts prevalence estimates. Imperfect0 classifier accuracy ought to be
reflected in uncertainty
over the predicted preva–16
lence.
In this work, we–256tackle both
of(2)these
challenges
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NLP
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Examining
NLP participation
tools - language identification
and Latin communities (FACT-CHAMP; w/ Jonathan Ong,
approach; Center for Policing
Monte Carlo Syntax Marginals for Exploring and Using
Equity, John Jay College]
Communications)
Dependency Parses
• Language identification - key step in NLP pipelines
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Tracking police fatalities
from news reports
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Dependency parsing research,
which has made
38
significant gains in recent years, typically focuses on improving the accuracy of singletree predictions. However, ambiguity is inherent to natural language syntax, and communi53%
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